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to have a family and particularly a child is another kind of joy and
satisfaction. Are the mother and child doing well?"
"Yes, thanks! They are,"
"Boy or girl?"
"Girl"
"She'll be beautiful and talented, for the parents are exceptionally
handsome and intelligent. I suppose you'll want a boy next. How does
it feel to be a father?"
"I can't explain in words. As you said, a sense of joy, satisfaction
and new responsibility, together with anxieties, come over me at the
same time,"
"Are you going to bring her up as a princess in your ancestral
Fujiwara fashion?"
"No. I want my child to be a well-rounded human being. Ill send
her to the public schools, a girls' high school and a college to prepare
her for family life. But my old governess favors the traditional ways."
"You have a really democratic soul Look at the many titled people,
especially those newly-elevated ones, who are anxious to do things in
a 'princely' way for their children. Here everything is at your com-
mand, but you don't care to take advantage of your privilege."
"Premier Ito, it may be stubbornness, it may be ignorance-but I
think the best parents can do for their child is to teach her the world
of facts instead of giving her a false notion of life and society."
"Well, Sakmji-san, that's beyond me."
"It's the result of my own experience. I think I enjoyed life so much
because I abandoned the traditions which clustered about and fossilized
us courtiers while the world was moving constantly forward. It was
what those new scientists call the process of evolution."
*That sounds very logical, doesn't it?"
"Huh, we were discussing—" Saionji's laugh was characteristically
soft
"Well, you can't keep a new father to an impersonal subject very
long," Ito laughed too. After a few moments he continued: "This time
it will be hard work for you because we want you to concentrate on
the revision of our treaty with Germany, On the other hand, the out-
look is bright because Prince Bismarck, whom we tnet when we in-
vestigated the constitutional affairs, is there. And he is, like myself,
both Chancellor and Foreign Minister."
"Now that my wife and child are doing well, if you want me to, I
can leave for Germany at any time/*

